
Ju
ne

  
20

21
50

p

Our mission is to worship God
and to serve the community by sharing the love of  Jesus
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The
MUSTARD SEED

ST JAMES’ CHURCH
Brownhills

Following Jesus



2nd Brownhills

Do more, learn more and be more.

Girls & boys aged 6 to 18.

Based at Group HQ, Barnetts Lane, WS8 6HZ

For info: wwwwwwwwwwwwwww.br.br.br.br.brownhills-scouts.orownhills-scouts.orownhills-scouts.orownhills-scouts.orownhills-scouts.org.ukg.ukg.ukg.ukg.uk

Call: Sue 01543 276953 or Mary 01543 453293

Grace, Truth & Life Groups
There are now five GTL Groups which are now meeting on a regular basis.
It would be good to think we could increase the number meeting, so if you
would like to be involved, please speak to Revd Gayle in the first instance.

Telephone Prayer
If you would like any prayer ministry via the telephone, please contact
Gayle on 07545 657 636, or Liz Corbett on 01543 370162.

Upstairs Downstairs
Cleaning Services

Proprietor: Helen Downes
Household Cleaning of the Highest Standard

Daytime: 07855 253562 – Evening: 01543 452501
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Magazine Articles
If, in your reading, you find an article that you think bears repeating in
the parish magazine, please let us know and we will try our best to
include it in a future issue.



What do eating together, chatting and prayer walking each have in
common? They each involve us coming together and relating to one
another and so speak of a desire to travel together as community.
That’s why this summer as a church we’re going to focus on these
activities. We’re going to enjoy taking the opportunities that we can
to meet, all risk assessments having taken place, in organised small
groups to share food and conversation and to grow in awareness of
places here in Brownhills and Clayhanger.

We might not all be able to join in with these activities in the same
way, through our personal needs and circumstances, yet I pray that we
will all know that we are very much included. For example, if you can’t
attend a social time, you can still receive an afternoon tea box if you’d
like that. Or if you’re unable to take part in the prayer walks, we’ll provide
a prayer at home resource for you, so that you can pray for the local
communities and listen to what God’s Spirit may be saying to you.

This past year has felt in some ways quite burdensome to many of us,
and constraining, but we serve a God who cannot be imprisoned.
May these words from the apostle Paul in 2 Timothy 2: 9 be an
encouragement: ‘I am suffering even to the point of being chained
like a criminal. But God's word is not chained’. I pray that however we
respond to God’s call to reconnect with each other and to immerse
ourselves prayerfully in these local areas that God has placed us in,
His abundant life, light and love will fill us from the inside out.

By taking time to reconnect more meaningfully with one another, or
to get to know some of our members more fully for the first time, and
by taking time to pop along to one or more of our prayer walks, may
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Looking forward to Reconnecting
& Immersing



God move wonderfully within our hearts. Through sharing in these
safely organised social and prayer times I’m confident that we’ll first
of all each receive more of God’s peace. That peace is more what we
need than we might currently realise.

In his book ‘Affluenza’, the psychologist Oliver James points out that
‘almost a quarter of Britain suffers serious emotional distress, such as
depression and anxiety, and another quarter are on the verge thereof’.
Those mental health problems have become, we know, all the more
prevalent during the pandemic. Us then being bearers of God’s peace
will help to heal any affects of the pandemic’s trauma on us, and equip
us to carry His peace to whoever we spend time with. As Ephesians 6:
15 says, let us have our ‘feet fitted with the readiness that comes from
the gospel of peace’.

Alongside receiving more of God’s peace into our hearts, our
opportunities this summer can help us to be developing more
attention to others as well – to understand more about how they’ve
been thinking and feeling and the situations they’ve been having to
deal with. We can’t overestimate how important our attention to one
another is to God’s mission and His calling on us to joyfully take our
place within in it.

Alan Hirsch, who has written a lot of very helpful things to support
churches in their spiritual growth says this about what it means to be
the Church: ‘If we allow our sent-ness to the other to soak in, we will
begin to see ourselves very differently – as sent (missio) by Jesus into
the villages of which they’re already a part.The destiny of Jesus’ people
is tied into that of the broader community in which they exist’. Alan
says, and I’d wholeheartedly agree, that you and me, we are all here to
‘add value, to bring wisdom, to foster a better village… to participate
within the work of the Kingdom of God going on all around’ us.

With these key thoughts in focus, I earnestly pray that we’ll enjoy a
scone or a curry or two (safely), enter into prayer for Brownhills and
Clayhanger’s communities, whether on foot or at home, and begin to
anticipate what Jesus might do in and through our obedience.

With love and every blessing,

Rev’d Gayle
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First, you simply have to be
willing to listen

… the sheep listen to his voice. He calls his own sheep by name and
leads them out. …he goes on ahead of them, and his sheep follow
him because they know his voice. (John 10:3-4)

Therefore, everyone who hears these words of mine and puts them
into practice is like a wise man who built his house on the rock.
(Matthew 7:27)?

“Bad listeners do not make good disciples.”So said the well-known
Christian writer John Stott, whose centenary we celebrate this year.
And Stott’s ‘listening ear’ still remains at the heart of what disciples
are called upon to do, today.

We listen to God because God speaks, and He speaks to us primarily
through Scripture. Through the Spirit’s animation, these ancient scrolls
remain living and active, addressing our contemporary world. Listening
to this living Word is to receive life itself; to ignore it leads to death.

Such high stakes explain why our Bibles are packed with urgent
reminders and stark warnings to listen to what God is saying. If we
turn away from His Word, our hearts, speech, and actions follow.

But if we listen, we discover nothing less than Christ’s riches imbuing
our everyday lives. His words will inform our minds, reform our hearts,
and transform our actions. That’s why for Hebrew writers, hearing God
was inseparable from obeying what He said – to hear and NOT obey
is as ludicrous as building a house on a beach in hurricane season.

So, what does it look like for us to be obedient hearers of the Word?

First, we listen to God for our frontlines, prayerfully carrying our
workplaces, our families, and our streets with us to Scripture, seeking
wisdom for how to live gospel-soaked lives in ordinary places. As we
read the text, and let it read us, the way we go about our day – from
replying to an email to greeting a shop assistant  should look different
as a result.

Continued on next page
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Then, we listen to God on our frontlines, sensitive to where the Good
Shepherd is at work in the everyday. Where might His voice lead us if
we expected to hear Him not just in our morning quiet time, but on
the bus, in the pub garden, at the supermarket? What might He say to
us, and through us, for the places we go and the people we meet, if
we’d only make time to pause, and hear? What starts as a gentle
whisper to us could outwork shalom through us to demonstrate the
kingdom to those around us.

Because, as Stott reminds us, often being the hands and feet of Jesus
first requires us to simply use our ears.

Grace - God’s kindness towards us
The word ‘grace’ is one of the most important words found in the
New Testament. It means God’s loving disposition towards us as
sinners. God’s ‘grace’ is almost another word for God’s love. This
grace is the foundation of our salvation. So Paul can say that ‘we are
justified freely by His grace’ (Romans 3:24); ‘where sin abounded,
grace abounded all the more’ (Romans 5:20); ‘by grace you are saved
through faith’ (Ephesians 2:8).

But the word ‘grace’ is also used in another way in the New Testament.
It means the godly character being reproduced in Christians; Christ
living in His people by His Spirit and making them like Himself
gracious.

Luke records that as Jesus grew up ‘the grace of God was upon Him’
(2:40), and that the people wondered at the ‘gracious words’ that He
spoke (4:22). John says that Jesus was ‘full of grace and truth’ (1:14).
The most common benediction bestowed on Christians in the letters
of the New Testament is ‘the grace of our Lord Jesus Christ’ (eg
Romans 16:20; 1 Cor. 16:23).

From this understanding of grace comes the reminder and the
exhortation that all of us as Christians are ‘to grow in grace’ (2 Peter
3:18). Our lives should manifest the grace of God in love and
compassion and kindness.

But grace is not something we can achieve on our own. True grace is
only found in close communion with our Lord Jesus Christ.
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Across
1  Military tactic used by Joshua to attack
and destroy the city of Ai (Joshua 8:2) (6)
4  Place of learning (6)
8 ‘When Moses’ hands grew – , they
took a stone and put it under him and he
sat on it’ (Exodus 17:12) (5)
9  Unpleasant auguries of the end of the
age, as forecast by Jesus (Matthew 24:7)
(7)
10 Stronghold to which girls in King
Xerxes’ harem (including Esther) were
taken (Esther 2:8) (7)
11 Where Saul went to consult a medium
before fighting the Philistines (1 Samuel
28:7) (5)
12 Propitiation (Hebrews 2:17) (9)
17 Turn away (Jeremiah 11:15) (5)
19 So clear (anag.) (7)
21 ‘I have just got – , so I can’t come’:
one excuse to be absent from the great
banquet (Luke 14:20) (7)
22 Long weapon with a pointed head
used by horsemen (Job 39:23) (5)
23 Musical beat (6)
24 What the Israelites were told to use to
daub blood on their door-frames at the
first Passover (Exodus 12:22) (6)

Crosswords reproduced by kind permission of BRF and John
Capon, originally published in Three Down, Nine Across, by
John Capon (£6.99 BRF)
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Down
1 Fasten (Exodus 28:37) (6)
2 Art bite (anag.) (7)
3 ‘The people of the city were divided;
some – with the Jews, others with the
apostles’ (Acts 14:4) (5)
5 Contend (Jeremiah 12:5) (7)
6 Possessed (Job 1:3) (5)
7 Sheen (Lamentations 4:1) (6)
9 ‘You love evil rather than good, – rather
than speaking the truth’ (Psalm 52:3) (9)
13 Large flightless bird (Job 39:13) (7)
14 They were worth several hundred
pounds each (Matthew 25:15) (7)
15 ‘A – went out to sow his seed’ (Mat-
thew 13:3) (6)
16 How Jesus described Jairus’s daughter
when he went into the room where she
lay (Mark 5:39) (6)
18 The part of the day when the women
went to the tomb on the first Easter
morning (John 20:1) (5)
20 Narrow passageway between build-
ings (Luke 14:21) (5)



Historically, the Church of England has had its share of eccentric clergy.  Even nowadays, hiding
away in remote parishes, there are still some colourful clergy about.  Clergy such as the elderly,
Anglo-Catholic Uncle Eustace, who is incumbent in the small parish of St James-the-Least-of All,
somewhere in Very Rural England.  Eustace despairs of his nephew, Darren, who has become an
Evangelical curate in a busy urban parish… and so he writes letters, to try and properly
'educate' Darren in parish life.

The Rectory
St. James the Least

My dear Nephew Darren
Since your parishioners mostly live in an area of  half  a square mile,
where their only concern in getting to church is whether to take the
underpass, or to risk a dash across the ring road, you may have little
understanding of  the problems our folk have in travelling our long
country lanes to church, especially as we are keeping our social
distance from each other.
Several parishioners have decided that they can’t possibly share cars
even with their own spouses, as in their 15-room homes they have
successfully (and in some cases, happily) avoided each other for
months. So the lane outside the church has filled up each week with
Mercedes nudging Audis, and Land Rovers easing in between
Bentleys.
Others arrive on horseback. But they are careless about leaving their
horses to graze in the churchyard, and I have had to remind them
twice that flowers in memorial vases are not fodder. The horses do help
to keep the grass down, but unfortunately our verger now objects to

On getting to church
at a social distance

8



Always remember . . .
There are no strangers in our church –

just friends you haven’t met

standing outside during Mattins, holding the reins of  half  a dozen
horses. He says it is not part of  his job description, which only
confirms my view that there is entirely too much fuss these days about
having  job descriptions at all.
Major Crompton’s devotion to his new sit-on lawnmower has inspired
him to travel to church on it. Since he is unable to uncouple the
mowing apparatus, the tarmac on his two-mile drive is acquiring
interesting patterns. His drive at two miles per hour along narrow
lanes means he arrives leading a procession of  cars with drivers given
the opportunity to exercise the Christian virtue of patience.
Mrs Pendleton, on the other hand, leads a small but select group from
the Mothers’ Union who are all keen cyclists. They all arrive on a
whoosh of  fresh air, their hair in total disarray, but with pink cheeks
glowing with health. Nobody in church minds sitting near them, as
anyone who can manage to pedal an old three-gear bicycle up the hill
to our church is most unlikely to be sickening for anything.
Finally, of  course, the majority arrive on foot, having negotiated fields,
stiles and assorted cattle on the way. The countryside may well praise
God, but one does wish they wouldn’t bring quite so much of  it into
church.
Your loving uncle,
Eustace
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Readings for June
The readings are the ones we will use in church and online.

6th June 2021 – Morning Service -
Colossians 3 v 12–17

6th June 2021 – Evening Service -
Proverbs 8 v 1–4, 22–31 & John 3 v 1–17

13th June 2021 – Morning Service -
2 Timothy 2 v 1–13 & Matthew 28 v 16–20

13th June 2021 – Evening Service -
Psalm 20 & Mark 4 v 26–34

20th June 2021 – Morning Service -
Luke 19 v 1–10

20th June 2021 – Evening Service -
Jeremiah 10 v 1–16 & Luke 8 v 26–39
27th June 2021 – Morning Service -

1 Chronicles 16 v 8–10, 23–29 &  Psalm 30
27th June 2021 – Evening Service -

Psalm 130 & Mark 5 v 21–end

CROSSWORD ANSWERS

ACROSS: 1, Ambush. 4, School. 8, Tired. 9, Famines. 10, Citadel. 11, Endor. 12, Atonement. 17,
Avert. 19, Oracles. 21, Married. 22, Lance. 23, Rhythm. 24, Hyssop.

DOWN: 1, Attach. 2, Biretta. 3, Sided. 5, Compete. 6, Owned. 7, Lustre. 9, Falsehood. 13, Ostrich.
14, Talents. 15, Farmer. 16, Asleep. 18, Early. 20, Alley.
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Nothing is ever lost by courtesy. It is the cheapest of
pleasures; costs nothing and conveys much. - Erastus Wiman
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Sit and be Still
How do you ‘sit’ in church? I’m a wriggler and change my position
on the seat often. I cross one leg over the other, then swap them
over, stretch them out, then cross them at the ankles. I do the same
with my arms. I lean one way and then the other.

In other words, ‘I’m a fidget.’ But having been absent from a church
building for so long, I wanted to think this month about simply sitting
and being still before the Lord.

I’m well aware we’ve done little else this last 18 months – but if you
manage to get into a church building, for whatever reason I’d like
to encourage us all to just sit still and breathe in the place. To relish
being ‘back’!

To sit ‘heavily’ in that spot. To feel the solidity of the surface you are
sitting on.  Lean into it. Feel how it supports you. Feel each part of
your body where it is touching the chair or pew.

Look around you at all the distinctive seating set aside for the
different participants of the church: the choir, the worship leader, a
deacon or curate, the priest and so on.

In an Anglican church there will be a chair especially dedicated for
the use of the Bishop.

However plain or fancy each piece of furniture is within your building,
they all have the same purpose. To hold the person and keep them
safe.

This month:
As you sit in the church building  or at home if you are not able to
do so  think of all those people in the Bible stories who sat with
Jesus.The number of times He taught in the Temple or in a
synagogue, or to crowds gathered on a hill. Recall the Last Supper
and His friends gathered sitting with Him to eat and share the
Passover meal, and then recall the meal with the men from the
Emmaus Road. So many meal times with the bold and the weak,
the saints and the sinners. With you and me.



Prayers & Poems
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Peace between neighbours

Peace between neighbours near,
Peace between kindred here,
Peace between lovers dear,
In the love of the King of us all.

Peace man with man abide,
Peace man to wife allied,
Mother and bairns to guide,
And peace of the Christ above all.

Bless, O Christ, bless my face,
My face bless every face,
Christ, bless mine eye with grace,
Mine eye give a blessing to all.

From Poems of the Western Highlanders

Here is an 'older' prayer, from France.

Fulbert of Chartres (c.970–1028), the son of a peasant family in northern France, rose to become
Bishop of Chartres, renowned for his brilliant sermons.  A powerful man, but his prayers reveal his
keen appreciation of just how fleeting worldly success can be….

God’s Care
How brief  is our span of  life compared with the time since You created the
universe.  How tiny we are compared with the enormity of  Your universe.
… yet during every minute and every second of  our lives You are present,
within and around us.  You give your whole and undivided attention to each
and every one of  us.  Our concerns are Your concerns.  And You are
infinitely patient with our stupidity.  I thank you with all my heart…

Salvation is free, but discipleship costs everything we have. -
Billy Graham
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The Parable of the Great Banquet
One thing that we’ve probably missed over the past year is parties.
Well, this month should enable us to party again! Lots of Jesus’
parables focus on parties, as they are a picture of the joy, hope and
life of the kingdom of God. The parable of the Great Banquet (Luke
14: 15-24) challenges us not to miss out on this.

In Jesus’ day, when people accepted an invitation to a banquet, they
were only told the actual time on the day: ‘Come, for everything is
now ready’ (17). Jesus’ invites each one of us to share in the life of His
kingdom.

However, the guests made excuses for not coming. At the time, this
would have been extremely insulting to the host. They said: ‘I have
just bought a field; I must try out my new team of oxen; I have just got
married’ (18-20). These are all good things in themselves, however
they reveal their priorities were elsewhere.

We too can be pre-occupied with our own routines of work, family,
retirement, holidays, friends, home, social media, that we forget God’s
priorities for our lives. Jesus calls for total commitment from His
disciples. What priority in my life is holding me back from accepting
His invitation?

How did the host respond? He ordered His servants to’Go out quickly
into the streets and alleys of the town and bring in the poor, the
crippled, the blind and the lame.’ (21). He invited the unexpected and
unacceptable people to His banquet. Jesus makes the point that
God’s kingdom is open to all! Thinking about our family, friends,
colleagues and neighbours, even if they’re not like us or show little
interest in God: Are we willing to offer them God’s invitation to share
His love and life?

Jesus didn’t commit the gospel to an advertising
agency; He commissioned disciples. - Joseph Bayly



John Short & Son
The Independent, Family-Owned

Firm of Funeral Directors
Amid the confusion of bereavement we
provide calmness, order and a sense of

dignity – so that life, as it must, can go on
with hope for the future as well as

respect for the past.

At times of bereavement we have served the local communities in and around
this area since 1866. We personally know many of the families we have assisted.
Whatever the time of day or night, we have given them the sympathy, advice
and help they have needed.

Only an independent family firm, we believe, with its roots in the community,
can offer this service with understanding and commitment.

4x Award Winning Agents for
Golden Charter

Funeral Plans

3 High Street
Chasetown

Burntwood WS7 3XE
Tel: 01543 686204

Email:
johnshortandson@outlook.com
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THE PARISH OF BROWNHILLS WITH OGLEY HAY
Our mission is to worship God and to serve the community

by sharing the love of Jesus

OFFICERS

Wardens:
Margaret Powell 01543 371396
Roger Corbett 01543 370162

Lay Chair:
Dennis Powell 01543 820513

Secretary:
Brenda Stanford 01543 373063

Treasurer:
Joy Powell 01543 820513

Deanery Synod Representatives:
Roger Corbett 01543 370162
Joy Powell 01543 820513
Dennis Powell 01543 820513

Organist and Worship Leader:
Pete Biggs, BEd(Hons), AMusCAM 01922 692163

Vicar:
Revd Gayle Greenway  07545 657636

Lay Ministers:
Pete Biggs 01922 692163
Liz Corbett 01543 370162
Graham Sutherington 01543 671020

Children & Family Worker:
Mel Pearce 07710 811893


